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Perhaps the oldest fragment is Papyrus number 52 (P52),
also known as John Rylands Papyrus number 457, and this is
housed at the John Rylands Library of Manchester City
University in England. It was discovered in 1934 by C.H.
Roberts, who was a man recently doctored, got his Ph.D. in
Papyrology and in Classics and he was rummaging around in
the Library of John Rylands and discovered this fragment that
is no larger than the palm of my hand, 2.5” x 3.5”. The
interesting thing about this fragment was that it was written
on both sides. what that told him almost immediately, it was
probably a Christian fragment. The reason is, if it’s written on

both sides, it’d be written on codex which is our modern book

YYO,YYE oplan
Dan Wallis '



form invented at the end of the 1% century AD. A codex,
where you bind it on one side and you have cut pages that you
flip, as opposed to the roll or the scroll that all the other books
at the time had been written on and so this is written on both
sides, and John 18:31-33 was on one side and John 18: 37

and 18: 38 on the other.

Ninety years earlier than when C.H. Roberts discovered this
fragment, in 1844 in the journal, the Tubingen Jahrbuch, F.C.
Baur of Tubingen University had argued that John’s Gospel
cannot be dated any earlier than AD 160 and most likely was
to be dated about AD 170. He was basing this on
philosophical constructs that he had learned from his
professor of Philosophy Hagel who had come up with
Hegelian Dialectic which we may know as thesis, antithesis,
and synthesis. And so, through a convoluted philosophical
construct, Baur argued John’s Gospel can’t be dated any
earlier than 160 or probably 170, and through that approach
of bringing Hegelian Dialectic into New Testament studies,
what happened was European scholar after European scholar

for the next 90 years started to late date the Gospel of John.



Obviously, if it’s in the second half of the o century, then it
has no eyewitness credibility to it and so its historical
reliability was completely dashed.

But, then when Roberts discovers the small fragment, he gets
it published in 1935 after he had sent photographs of it to 3
leading papyrologists in Europe at the time. Each one of them
wrote back to him and said: “this manuscript cannot be dated
any later than AD 150, and it should be dated closer to AD
100”. A fourth demurred, he said “no, I think this should be
dated in the 90°’s of the first century”. So you have these
scholars who are saying the copy of John’s Gospel can’t be
dated later than 150’s, probably closer to 100. Typically, we
date that about 125 now, but really it’s a day between 100
and 150. But here is the interesting thing: Generally
speaking, a copy of a manuscript is not written before the
original of the document, this sent two tons of European
scholarship to the flames and brought John’s Gospel back into
the first century, and with that and the dead sea scrolls and
some other things that have occurred in the last few decades,
now we’re beginning to see that John’s Gospel has historical

credibility.
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Interviewer: Dr. Evans, tell us a little bit about, at least in
general terms, some new discoveries of New Testament
manuscripts that have been made. And just for our viewers,
when we talk about New Testament manuscripts, we’re
talking about copies of copies, we don’t have original New
Testament manuscripts, those are called autographs, but what
we have is copies. And so, scholars are constantly looking and
archeologists are looking for new early copies. And tell us a
little bit about where we’re at with that, whether there are

some new things that have happened there .

Dr. Evans: Well, first thing | really should tell you is that we
have an abundance of riches. We have approximately 5800
Greek New Testaments, either whole or parts (fragments), and

the manuscripts, as the word implies, handwritten, prior to the



Gutenberg press in the 15th Century. And we have dozens
that date back to a time prior to Emperor Constantine, say the
Nicaea Council of 325, and those tend to be the manuscripts
that scholars, textual critics as they’re called, are chiefly
concerned with. And so we want to get as many old
manuscripts as we can find, as close as we can get back to the
1st Century as possible. We have a handful of manuscripts
that date to the 2nd Century .

So there are tens of thousands of manuscripts not yet
examined, and when | say manuscripts, 1 mean of all kinds:
Greek, Roman, whether or not they’re Christian, whether or
not they’re Biblical. So there’s just a mountain of material
that you have to sift through. But we’re also recovering
fragments from what’s called Cartonnage. It’s ancient papier-
maché. Mummy masks were made out of that and other
interesting shapes and so on that we find in tombs. Some of
it’s damaged, some of it is museum quality. And so, a
technique in recent years has been developed that allows for -
this papier-maché, this Cartonnage - for the glue to dissolve
without damaging the papyrus itself. Because when

Cartonnage was made, whether it was for a mummy mask or a



part of the body or some other purpose, they never use brand
new papers, it’s too expensive, so it had writing on it; it’s

used paper .

So if you could take that apart, then you could read the text.
And so, some mummy masks and some other pieces, damaged
pieces of Cartonnage have been deconstructed. We have
actually found two, maybe three, 2nd Century fragments of
the Greek New Testament. We have found some early
fragments of the Greek translation of the Old Testament,
called Septuagint. Of course, the jackpot that everybody
wants to hear about, we may have recovered a fragment of
Mark. A few verses that’s all we’re talking about that could
date to the 1st Century. And if this is confirmed, and we have
to wait until it is published, then this would be, for the first
time, a fragment of the New Testament has been found that

reaches back to the 1st Century, it’d be the oldest fragment .

So these are the kinds of things that are going on that’s very
exciting. What does it do? If we find even just six verses - it’s
a sample - it’s like taking a poll that we do in Politics all the

time. You can’t poll everybody, you poll %1and that gives



you a good idea of what everybody’s thinking. Well it’s the
same thing with a manuscript. If you get six or seven verses of
the Gospel of Mark of some other writing, and it turns out the
text matches the text that we have, that would suggest the
whole document probably does too. So it would be a
significant sample. So | look forward to the publication of this

Mark fragment in a couple of years .

Interviewer: Yeah that’s great, I mean because one of the
things going on is with Mark. You kind of break these things
up as | understand - I’m not a textual critic - in different books
and what we have as far as manuscripts. One of the things that
someone like Bart Ehrman says that this big gap between
when the original was written and the manuscripts we have,
who knows what happened. So he doesn’t know, because we
don’t have anything, but it can go into this endless
speculation. And so, as we inch back, and these discoveries
made, and we inch back further to the original, I think the
hope is that we find more and more and that will give us

greater confidence in the manuscript tradition that we have.
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27September 2018

Dear S. Saberi:

Thank you for your email and for your request for
information.

The oldest documents (manuscripts) or copies of the New
Testament Gospels date to the second century, about 100
years after the Gospels were originally written. These
manuscripts are only small fragments. The oldest, largest
manuscripts of the Gospels date to about 250 years after
the Gospels were written. The two great books (or
codices) are Sinaiticus and Vaticanus, both of which date
to around 340 AD

[ attach a chapter for a book that I am writing on this
subject. It is technical and scholarly, so it might difficult
for you to read. But it is the only thing that I have that I
can send you. [ hope it helps.



[ should also tell you, because you live in Iran, which is a
Muslim country, that the Christian Gospels were written
about 40 to 50 years after the time of Jesus, that is, they
were written 77 - 90 AD. The Quran, which also talks
about Jesus, was written 600 years after the time of Jesus.
Besides the four Christian Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John), Jesus is described in the book of Acts and in
several New Testament letters, all dating from the first
century AD, only a few years after the time of Jesus

[ hope this helps you.

Sincerely yours,

Craig Evans, Ph.D., D.Habil

Houston Baptist University
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Birmingham Qur'an manuscript dated among the oldest in the
world

A Qur’an manuscript held by the University of Birmingham
has been placed among the oldest in the world thanks to

modern scientific methods.

Radiocarbon analysis has dated the parchment on which the
text is written to the period between AD 568 and 645 with
95 . 4% accuracy. The test was carried out in a laboratory at
the University of Oxford. The result places the leaves close to
the time of the Prophet Muhammad, who is generally thought
to have lived between AD 570 and 632.

Researchers conclude that the Qur’an manuscript is among
the earliest written textual evidence of the Islamic holy book
known to survive. This gives the Qur’an manuscript in
Birmingham global significance to Muslim heritage and the

study of Islam.Susan Worrall, Director of Special Collections



(Cadbury Research Library), at the University of
Birmingham, said: ‘The radiocarbon dating has delivered an
exciting result, which contributes significantly to our
understanding of the earliest written copies of the Qur’an. We
are thrilled that such an important historical document is here

in Birmingham, the most culturally diverse city in the UK.’

The Qur’an manuscript is part of the University’s Mingana
Collection of Middle Eastern manuscripts, held in the
Cadbury Research Library. Funded by Quaker philanthropist
Edward Cadbury, the collection was acquired to raise the
status of Birmingham as an intellectual centre for religious

studies and attract prominent theological scholars.

Consisting of two parchment leaves, the Qur’an manuscript
contains parts of Suras (chapters) 18 to 20, written with ink
in an early form of Arabic script known as Hijazi. For many
years, the manuscript had been misbound with leaves of a
similar Qur’an manuscript, which is datable to the late

seventh century.



Susan Worrall said: ‘By separating the two leaves and
analysing the parchment, we have brought to light an amazing

find within the Mingana Collection.’

Explaining the context and significance of the discovery,
Professor David Thomas, Professor of Christianity and Islam
and Nadir Dinshaw Professor of Interreligious Relations at the
University of Birmingham, said: ‘The radiocarbon dating of
the Birmingham Qur’an folios has yielded a startling result
and reveals one of the most surprising secrets of the
University’s collections. They could well take us back to

within a few years of the actual founding of Islam.

‘According to Muslim tradition, the Prophet Muhammad
received the revelations that form the Qur’an, the scripture of
Islam, between the years AD 610 and 632, the year of his
death. At this time, the divine message was not compiled into
the book form in which it appears today. Instead, the
revelations were preserved in “the memories of men”. Parts of
it had also been written down on parchment, stone, palm
leaves and the shoulder blades of camels. Caliph Abu Bakr,

the first leader of the Muslim community after Muhammad,



ordered the collection of all Qur’anic material in the form of a
book. The final, authoritative written form was completed and
fixed under the direction of the third leader, Caliph Uthman,
in about AD 650.

‘Muslims believe that the Qur’an they read today is the same
text that was standardised under Uthman and regard it as the
exact record of the revelations that were delivered to

Muhammad.

‘The tests carried out on the parchment of the Birmingham
folios yield the strong probability that the animal from which
it was taken was alive during the lifetime of the Prophet
Muhammad or shortly afterwards. This means that the parts of
the Qur’an that are written on this parchment can, with a
degree of confidence, be dated to less than two decades after
Muhammad’s death. These portions must have been in a form
that is very close to the form of the Qur’an read today,

supporting the view that the text has undergone little or no



alteration and that it can be dated to a point very close to the
time it was believed to be revealed.’
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Boyce, Mary (19 84), Textual Sources for the Study of
Zoroastrianism, Manchester UP.

Liberty University.2015/10/14. ACE Interview Craig
Evans "Recent Discoveries of New Testament Manuscripts .






A o e & pte 05 5l S 2



Ry oy et 31 5 5






v.01-27. 2% abseelnio ases 3| S, poas



v.01-27. 1% abseelnio ases 3| S, poas



S\ & e 03 oot Sl (0K Lg=) 55 5 bl Jas asens 51 S
< Coanel ;,s-y;f\.@.u;al.mhfﬁéaxu



(PN ool e glo ol 3 OS5l 4 3,



(T"Youp%_jj&é el an g cas 5 sll LS las 5)



Pl e udsho 4 ol Saly asl s Jool sl e (g3l 4t a5
LQJM'.‘.A \qbigjl-‘“)-)‘}m JM‘A)\J{A‘)Q I

aS 5 sslinl= gl 58 O 550)s0tain Jool (IS Jomo



olany S5 (LusedS1,2) J8 0 4 Pl ool asls sy

(M b s gl 51 355 L0)



dﬁbb)bdjudJMQﬁL’gmeo)@
Ol 6 albulSi IS Jma
(M s s gl 51 355L0)



ol (K &l e olosls 4 88 515 5t 4y sl 4l 5 (6 5
.Q:A.«H‘ b.)ﬁ.);

(N o 3 sl a5 ol LS 51355 10)



aduem olitoly (tlos 4 Dl el 4al

(VY o s slb g s 5 ] S 51 355L0)












