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EDUCATION MEMBER, arnd
Fro-Chancellor,
Jsamania Univeraity,

7th Septembar 1944.

Aga Byed Abul Hasan of Meshhed is a person of
great 3kill and ingenuity in his own line., One of the
wonderful things he does is to dravw up nagacal sguaras
which are sub-divided into ampaller cones, each ona of the
latter baing filled up with an Arabic word., 4s 13 well
known, Arablc letters have certaln rixed oumerical values.
The arrangement in the square 1s suoh that the numerical
values of the words in the smpaller squares, when addsd up
in any direction, whathasr vertipcally, horizontally or
diagoniélly, come %o the 2ame Tigure. Another ingenuity in
this is that no word In the square 1ls repeated twlee, and
4ll worda are appropriate to the subject chesen, for
exAmple the gualities of some personage, or & text from
the Holy Quran. ‘The squares have other wonderful properties
foo pupmearous to relate, Hriefly, I have never wefore seen
so mich arithmetical ana literary ingenulty displayed in
thia ferm. It ia an ilntellectual treat to study one of
these squares and to realise the wonderful skill, labour

and patisnce that must have been bestoweld on it.

L/‘Maﬁ;y

Education Hembar and
FPro-Chancallor,
Ozmania Univarsity.
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Tulograms '— [AMILA
Teirphions  — L]

JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA

JAMIA MAGAR, DELHI

Ref No. "Daied..ogtn October!? 44,

Ever since Pythagoras made the magical property of
numbers the basis of his philosophy the mysti® quality of numbers
has remained an avowed or sub-conscioum ingredient of human beliefl
During tha Middle AzZes the prepsrinz of Magie sgueres ard aothsy
oumerical charms engaged tre inventive genius of wystics and
philosophers and grew into an elaborate art, In the present age
thie art hes almost been lost to the world, Rundreds of old charms
are known and used but few persons can design new patterna., I waas,
tharsfors, greatly imprassed by tha asazing mastery of this rare
art whiech Agha Abul Hasan of Mesbed possessss and by the most
intricate and slaborate new patterns which he has invented. i.part
from the properties which are tlaimed for them as charms they are
wondarful specimepe of human skill, inventivemess, diligesnce and
patisnce. Besides the permonality of Agha Abul Fasan, a bappy

bland of the darvieh and the artist posssssss-a charmg which is

Ve M.A.,%h.D.,

( SHE IRH-TL-JAMTA.

itself magical in tne best senses of the word.
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@. HYDERABAD
'5 :ﬁ DEccan
i 13th July 1945,

Syed Abul Hassan Mashhaii has bsan known to me
for & very long time as a gantleman interested in the
Sclence of Numbars; but I sas not able to form A corract
estimate of his worth and accomplishments in this fiesld
£ill ] omms in closer touch with him and saw for oyselfl
some of his works. The Syed Sahib has prepared some
disgrams of npumerioal wvalue obtained from ligures drawn
in alphabetical order from different pames which tally,
in their turn, with figures obtained through the same
protess from verses of the Quran and pleces of poetry
and ultimately condensed into smaller diagrams (which
are used as ch.rms} ylelding pumbers sgquel toc those
Eiven by the larger ones -I.nl:l:':ft.hu varaes of tha Quran
and the poetry on which these disgrams are based. The
beauty of the preparation lies in the fact that from
whatever direction and from whichever side one may wark
out these figures the total number is always the same.
Whatever the symbolical or spiritual walue of these numbars
and diagrams may be, the work is very original indeed
and must bave entailed quite a good deal of labour and
patisnce., I have never seen things of this kind bafora

L W A

i F T

15th July 19845. C3I., ECIE., MBE., LL.D.

and I appreciate thex grsatly.
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16th aApril, 1957,

It has been remarkable experience for me to
study the Chart prepared by Mashadi Sahlb,; which
he has celled "Loh-i-Mahfoez". Anyone who is
famiilar with the technique of working out by the
science of ad arithmetical equivalent sums for
the words ar etters in oriental languages would
find in the Chart prepared by Mashadi 3ahib store-
house of wisdom, to say nothing of the fact that
the whole affert on his part to produce this Chart
represents an attitude of reverence and devotion
to the personality of our Prophet. To have theought
of singling out appropriate verses from Quran and
coordinating them with equally apt verses from one
of the greatest Persian poet of all-times, Z2aadi,
in such an ingenious way that the iAbjad computation
of their arithmetical wvalues should turn ocut to be
samé, mist be attributed to a remarkable stroke of
gendus and Eandﬁ%luﬂ:, and for this he deserves our
compliments and¥his laboursiheritia deep debt of
gratitude, The further device of having accommodated
in a Chart comprising of as many as 625 squares
the attributes, appellations, titles and namas of
the Frophet in such a way that the arithmetieal
equivalent of the words used thereln no matter from
what direction the Chart i1s approached, (whether
vertically,; horizontally or dingnl'mll}'i give usz the
same numerical result, that is 11828, must have
involved expenditure ofsenormous amount of labour,
careful planning and sagacity on the rt of the
author of the Chart. I think the Muslim World
ought to know more about the man who has for all
time to come presented a statement in terms of the
sclenca of ﬁ%l_}_g the miraculous properties of the
names, attributes and appellations of the Messenger
of God (on whom may be peace).

gumdhaumrﬁﬁu

{ ALLAH BAEKHSE K. BACKHI )

EA
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*
University o Kok,

Dated: 20 January, 1964,

1 bave besn overwhelmed by the akill with which
Agal Saiyid abul Hasan Hafigian has prepared the chart
which ke has aptly named lawh-i-Mahfuz. He is obvio ulr
80 at home in workimg out the numerical value of words
and sentences in accordance with the recognized scales
of E_T_l._d common ko Islamic langusges writiss in the
Arablc pcript that it would be difficult today to find
his compear. Even with his wkill, T believe, he would
kave found the task of preparing the chart too taxing,
if hs had mat besn sustainad by his love for the Prophet
in whose praise the chart has besn composed. It is mot
oecessary for me in wiew of the slaborate sxplanations
given by Mr. Ghulam Husain Thaver %o point out the wvarious
skilful objectives athisved by the author im his wonderful
compesition, sll thess work up to an amazing success 1o a
difficult and time consuming art. 1 can only sxpress EY
gratitude to the author for producing a work which the
discriminating would fimd of absorbing interest. 1 fail
quits certain that any one who has an appreciation of akill
will be filled with admiraticon. Thosae who, likse ma, share

with bim reverence and love for the Frophst will find it =

). W i'b—-"_;‘g';

(I. H. Qureabi)
VICE=CHANCELLOR

sourcs of lospiration and uplifting joxX.
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VICE-CHANCELLOR

SENATE HALL, LAHORE

23 May 1966

Syed Abul Hasan Hafizian of Meshed has recaptured in his
Sacred Squares the full glory of a mystic art which has been
lost to the modern world, The ancient belief in the inherent
power of number is in fact belief in the inherent power of the
esoteric word. Ever since the Phoenicians and the Hebrews assigned
a numeérical value to each letter of the alphabet, number and word
have been used interchangeably to express meaning on both the
conceptual and the mystical planes, In the beginning was the
Word — and also Number, The problem of number confronts man
as soon as he looks at the variegated Tace of the earth or, by night,
gazes into astronomical space,

It would be wrong to regard number as a mere toy of abstract
thought., Number is involved in the basie conception of most
religions, as witness the significance of the Trinity in Christianity,
of Duality in Zoroastrianism, and of Unity in Islam., From Pythagoras
and Plato to Wittgenstein and Whitehead, philosophers have used the
contept of number to bridge the gullf between the One and the Many,
the ideal and the real, Viewed thus, number becomes an indelible
mark on the tablet of eternity,

Looking at Aghae Hafizian's Lauh-e-Mahfooz, imagination reels
and reason falters in the attempt to trace the footsteps of the
author as he wended his obscure way through mazes of thought ,
grappling with the perplexities of words and numbers, His work
is a marvel wrought not only by superb manipulation of an antique
mystery, but also by an over-mastering love for the Holy Prophet,
It was his artistic skill and the fervour of his love Tor the Prophet
which, fused into an incandescent flame, illumined all that was
dark and revealed to him the meaning of the relationship between
the human and the divine, Thus it came about that he was able to
make discovery after discovery of a hitherto unknown identity
be tween the Word of God and Sa'di's verse in praise of the
Holy Frophet,.

I do not know if anything like this has ever been achieved
before, It is a magnificent task magnificently performed.

el Atnal s

{Hamid Ahmad Khan)
Vice-Chancellor

\ay
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Fourtnertes,

Footnotes:

1. Hujjat al-Islim, researcher, author of wvaluable books, Hijj Shaykh' Azizu'llah Utdndf
Khabidshéni (nichani)
2. The late Hajj Mirzd Agd Hafeziyan (d. 1362 L/1322 5.), was one of the illustrious Seyyeds
and pious men of Mashad.

3. The historical capital of Kashmir, situated on both sides of the river Jhelum, is one of the

most famous and most beautiful summer resorts of the East, Da'irat al-Ma'dref-e Firsi.
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Two days a week, on Sundays and Wednesdays, he would stay at home and
keep the door open. Everybody was welcome to see him in whatever condition
he happened to be, sit beside him and narrate his own, his children’s and his
relatives’ problems and seek his advice. After listening to these problems,
Hifeziydn would engage himself in finding the ways and means to overcome
them and without any expectation would prepare special incantations, with
great care and exactitude and place them at the disposal of the visitors. If
special instructions were required to be followed, he never hesitated in
imparting them to these people. There were many people who benefited from
these incantations and instructions’as a result of writing; either their
problems were completely solved, or were reduced to the extent of being
bearable. This in itself has great details but unfortrunately the particulars of
these beneficieries and the cases in which they sought his help have not been
recorded.

Whatever Hafeziyin knew, whatever he could do in keeping with the saying
"knowledge is power’, and whatever he had learnt from great teachers by way
of prayers, incantations, exercises, etc., which he had been allowed to practise,
and for which he had performed strenous ascetic exercises, and some of which
were extremely important, if he found somebody in search of something and
capable of handling, keeping and caring for it, he would never hesitate to
impart it to him. Consequently, people received from him different things and
reaped their benefits.

As far as Mr Hafeziyan was himself concerned, he was always worried about
the creatures of God. He served them and whatever he was blessed with by his
teachers and preceptors, he put it to the service of mankind and to the solving
of their problems and difficulties. And that was what characterized entire the
existence of these men of God. May God be pleased with all of them.

Mohammad Reza Hakimi.

\of
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I partook of mann ¢ salwd from his table-cloth
and after filling my utensil, went away.

It may be mentioned here that the late Hafeziydn had attained to great
heights in the sciences pertaining to beliefs, and facts about the world to come
as well as the spiritual revelations which was the result of the strongness of his
spiritual essence, the time he had spent in the company of saints and his
command over the spirit and the matter and the spiritual exercises,
remembrances, and the prayers in which he was perpetually engaged. He had
experienced and acquired extremely important things some of which he used to
narrate for his friends including myself. Besides this, I myself also observed
many important things. In a period spanning over half a century, in Mashad
and other cities of Iran, in India and Pakistan and in other parts of the world,
a large number of people benefited from his spirituality and prayers and many
of their problems were solved and great objectives were achieved. It is a pity
that the details of his wonderful spiritual life- and his strange states,
accomplishments and the facts of his journeys and travels have not been
appropriately recorded so far. Although he had left behind certain details
about his life, they are too insignificant.

Be as it may, like his preceptor, Seyved Miisd Zardbadi and like his friend,
Shaykh Mujtaba Qazwini Khurdséni, he too was a tafkiki, and as far as the
treading of the path of suluk was concerned he followed the shari’ah and
maitained a distance from the sulik-i-sannd’i. However, he had the least
interest in teaching and writing and his entire time was occupied by a host of
preoccupations which he had had in India and Pakistan.

He strove every nerve to serve the mankind. Whatever ascetic exercises he
had performed, whatever experiences and perfections he came to possess, and
whatever spiritual powers he had attained as a result of his prayers,
asceticism, by turning to the spirituality of the former saints and as a result of
their blessings, in all humility he had dedicated to the service of mankind and

according to him, the path of proximity to God was none other than this. He
worked strenously in this regard, behaved patiently, and came across every one

with a pleasant disposition.

[A1s
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He was preceptor in the society of the pure,

and teacher of the secrets of the country of Eternity.

When he used to be my friend,

and paid attention to my affair;

One day out of love and kindless

after a brief introduction, praise and eulogy,

(He used to utter sometimes rare things,

which nobody would do in years or months)

"Now, you should undertake a journey to Qazwin

and decorate your pure heart (still further)

And see what ocean of knowledge, erudition and ptrﬁ:cﬁnn,

Aware of the secrets before they are laid before him,

And what a wise, magnanimous, prudent

and possessor of tranguil soul (resides there).

When I reached in his presence

I was amazed to see that angel-like man.

In fact, he was a prototype of an Emam

Now he was prostrating, now bowing and now standing.

I cannot describe his knowledge,

especially the knowledge which was hidden.

I leave the description of his state

and avoid tearing the curtain of his sayings.

o1
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people of Iran he started preparations for this purpose and after the new
sepulchre wrought by the Isfahini and Mashadi craftsmen was ready, he
replaced the earilier sepulcher which was moved to the Museum of the
Astén-i-Qods and the new sepulcher was uncovered on the holy day of 15th of
Sha’ban 1379 Hijri Qamari and it made the great tomb of Emédm Abil
Hasan'ali bin Miis:i al-Rezd still more splendourous. I remember that the late
Hifezivan was extremely delighted to have been able to perform this service to
that exalted Mausoleum and used to thank God for this great favour.

Hiafezian has alluded to his journey to QQazwin and calling on the late Seyyed
Misd Zardbidi in his verses. The prose translation of some of these couplets
is as follows:

O young man, show reverence to elders

and subdue your commanding soul.

Always be ready to serve,

and thank God if they accept you

Shaykh Mujtaba, that scholar and teacher,

that spiritual and righteous man,

Knower of the secrets of the faith,

and versed in the niceties of the Quran

In the neighbourhood of Emédm Rezi and owing to the latter's secret
atiention

was blessed with the wisdom of that Emam.

He excelled in spiritual sciences.

and Greek customs and ceremonies.

His soul was attentive to pure facts; and

his head was bowed before the knowledge of Emam Sidegh.

\ay
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he had attained hitherto was probably nothing more than a preriquisite
for getting to the company of that illustrious s;:hnl:]r. This was followed
by complete progress and Hafezivin was blessed with revelations and
spiritual enlightenment, and his power of concentration became stronger
and its effects became apparent to all and sundry. Henceforth he visited
Qazwin once every year.
In 1351 Hijri Qamari, he undertook a journey to India and stayed away
from Iran for ten years and six months. He travelled to every nook and
corner of India, visited the Indian ascetics in their holy cities, such as
Hardawir, located on the bank of the Ganges, which is regarded holy by
the Hindus, took a bath in the Ganges at Hardawar and said his prayers
in the Hindu Temple, with his back towards the Idol and face towards the
Qiblah. After the prayers,he recited the Holy Quran in Arabic accent in a
loud voice and it was listened to by a large number of ascetics who could
not help being influenced by it...
At Srinagar‘n", in Kashmir, Hafezivan built a small mosque in the Gira
Baziar locality which was badly needed by the local Shi’ah community.
On the skirts of the Terial Hills of Kashmir there were several mounds
and localities the residents of which were not familiar with the direction
of the Qibklak. He built a square stony minaret on the hill of Siafipira
which helps to identify the direction of the Qiblah from everywhere. The
minaret bears the inscription: "Perform two genuflexions and ask God
for the fulfilment of vour need." Presently, the people of the area,
irrespective of Sunni or Shi'ah, whoever has any desire, goes to that place
and prays to God. This place is now known as Astanahk. Every year on the
night of the 15th of Sha’ban, lighting arrangements are made there which
can be seen from long after. louwh-i-Mahfouz which is one of the academic
wonders was also compiled by him in the same land.
It may be mentioned here that the holy sepulchre of Emam Rezd which now
stands on his angelic tomb is also one of the mementoes of the late Hifeziyvin.
Some 40 years ago the idea of replacing the previous sepulchre which had
become old struck him and then with the aid of the Pakistani devotees of

Emam Rezd and the financial assistance of the Astin-i-Qods-i-Razavi and the

YaA
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known for the efficacy of his prayers. His oenvres include the Lauh-i-Mahfouz, a
commentary thereon, and another Lauh called Junnat al-Asmd, which, it is
hard to imagine could have been written earlier by anvone else with such
exactitude, perfection and elegance. The academic niceties and spiritual
characteristics of these Tablets (alwdh) deserve to be discussed at an
appropriate place.

In deference to the wishes of a friend’, the late Hafeziyan, himself had
written an autobiographical note in a simple and sincere style, a part of it,
with some minor changes, is reproduced below:

Seyyed Aba’l Hasan Hafezidn was born at Mashhad in 1332 Hijri
Qamari. Before attaining the age of majority he busied himself in
learning the fundamentals of grammar, syntax, mathematics, medicine,
astrology, astronomy, jurisprudence and ethics in the presence of
different teachers. By seeing the practices of his father” he developed a
strong passion for ascetic exercises and on the request of his father, Hijj
Shaykh Hasan’ali Isfahdni - May his grave be fragrant - accepted him
into his discipleship for the performance of ascetic exercises. Thereafter,
he spent his days in the acquisition of knowledge in the Madrasa-i-Mirza
Ja'far, situated in the easterly side of the Sahn-i-’Atig-i-Razavi
(Sahn-i-Engheldb), and, nights in his cell in the upper storey of the
Sahn-i-'Atiq, located next to the Aiwin-i-’Abbési, opposite to the Holy
Mausoleum, in prayers and ascetic exercises. Gradually he attained great
fame among all categories of people and they began to benefit from his
attainments and spiritual blessings.

He also spent some time in the company of Hdjj Shaykh Mazhar
Husayn, of India, who towards the twilight of his life (in Mashad) had
chosen as his abode the cells located above the Ab Anbdr in the southerly
direction of the Sahn-i-Now (presently known as Sahn-i-Azddi) and used
to spend him time in spiritual exercises enjoined by the Shari'ah ...

In 1347, Hajj Héfeziyan undertook a journey to Qazwin in the company of
that great man, Hajj Shaykh Mujtabd Mudarris Qazwini - May his grave
be fragrant - with the object of calling upon the great teacher and august
Seyyed, Hazrat Seyyed Misa Zardbadi - May he rest in peace. Whatever

\[~h!
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Introduction

The late Hajj Seyyed Abu’'l Hasan Hafeziyin, of Mashad, was a
distinguished and rare personality of our age. Born in a pious Seyyed family of
Mashhad, he started his education with Literature, Mathematics, Traditional
Medicine, Astrology, Astronomy, Jurisprudence and Ethics, but soon his
attention was diverted to ascetic exercises and to the aecquisition of esoteric
sciences and in this regard he benefited from some of the great teachers of the
age,

Among the persons with whom Hafezian became friendly at the Mashad
Seminary one was Hajj Shaykh Mujtaba Qazwini, who by recounting the
accomplishments, miracles and academic attainments of Seyyed Misi
Zardbddi turned his attention to that practical scholar and accomplished
teacher. Hajj Hafezivan finally decided to travel to Qazwin in the company,
and under the guidance of Shaykh Mujtabd, where he called upon Seyyed
Zardbadi and learnt from him points and attained under his guidance to
heights which were much more important than what he had hitherto known.

Héfeziyin was one of the great men of piety who performed his spiritual
exercises in strict conformity to the injunctions of Shari’'ah, He engaged in
these exercises year after year in one of the cells located Qiblah - wards in the
north-easterly direction of the Sahn-i-Atig-i-Razavi which is presently known

as Sahn-i-Enghelab. An established practitioner of esoteric sciences, he was

\1-
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Description and Exegesis of

Cryptic Tablet

Author:

Seyyed Abul-Hassan Hafeziyan
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